Pope Pius XI
ing the national aspirations of all these different countries
and peoples, it is only natural that their ideals are constantly
in conflict. The Vatican, must try to steer through all these
complications, without offending too many people.
There are moments when one feels the Vatican has
gone entirely Fascist, and yet when one studies its policy
in other countries, such as France, one finds that it has
opposed the Fascist organisation, and almost linked itself
with Socialism,
The truth, of course, is that the Catholic Church has a
very definite moral outlook, and that it is that outlook
which it must try to teach, first and foremost; and at
present, States with tendencies to the right are showing
themselves more receptive than States with tendencies to
the left* In the long run the Vatican usually sticks to very
strict principles, but it is entirely a question of the
temperament of the reigning Pontiff, whether the Vatican
enforces its position earlier or later in a conflict.
By diplomacy, and by holding off, the Vatican has been
known to escape clashes (since other events have cropped
up to change its opponent's point of view), but I think it
can be fairly said that this present Pontiff has been less
willing to wait than any Pontiff in recent years* Where a
conflict has looked possible, it has almost always come to a
head, and the first step in this conflict has usually been
taken by the Pontiff himself.
I have tried to show how this has been due to his own
personal conviction that Bolshevism is the great and ever-
increasing menace in the world, and that it is very danger-
ous to allow it to develop* Added to this, the Pontiff has
been unwilling to accept advice from anybody once his
mind has been made up, and he is certainly giving the